very basis of the origins of culture."1 But "a discovery or
invention, once made, is without result and sterile unless it
is adopted. Without its diffusion beyond the discoverer or
inventor the new trait remains a merely personal eccentri-
city, interesting or amusing, but not significant/'2 Thus,
invention and diffusion are the essential factors for the
development of cultures.

11. Cultural Determinism

How do new inventions affect a culture ? A culture
has been stated to be a culture-pattern with "a constant
degree of relative homogeneity, not only in area but also in
age."3 A culture is known by its constants, but a change
tends to disturb the pattern. The contradiction is recon-
ciled by postulating that change is limited by the pattern.
"Every new trait," says "Wisler, that is offered must find
something to fit into or it will be repulsed."4 He says that
the pattern of Western civilization, which was set in the
paleolithic times, had governed its subsequent development
with "an iron hand."5 Roy says that Indian civilization did
not allow any of its essential traits to be submerged by any
exotic element with all its advertised fascination.6 The
existing pattern is said to limit future developmentt, which
amounts to cultural determinism.

12. Individual Origin of Inventions

If invention and diffusion are basic to the development
of cultures, how are inventions made and how do  they

1.   Dixon, THE BUILDING OF CULTURE, p. 3.

2.   Ibid. p. 59.

3.   Pitt-Rivers, THE CLASH OF CULTURES AND THE CON-

TACT OF RACES, p.

4.   Wissler, MAN AND CULTURE, p. 237.
5.' Ibid. p. 237.

6.   Roy, THE SPIRIT OF INDIAN CIVILIZATION, p. 42.
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